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DECEMBER 1990, VOLUME 23, NO. 12

UNI HAS flN
URBAN MISSION

THEltE ARE POLITICAL
PRISONERS IN THE OSI

By Juan M. Vilar

By Jeannette Santana

For over a year now, the debate surrounding
UNI' s urban mission has taken all shapes and fonns.
From student and faculty demonstrations, to heated
exchanges among the various media organizations
on campus. We have now reached the latest stage of
the struggle: The Faculty Memo War.
It's surprising that the mission statement
remained hidden for so long. Steve Ratz, a sophomore here at UNI, came across the document during
his investigation for a news article from The Independent (See our exclusive interview with Steve
Ratz on page 5. The Urban mission statements are
printed on pages 4 and 7 of this issue).
We agree after reading the document, with
those who have suggested that changes be made to
the mission statement. I took personal offense to the
tenn culturally disadvantaged. Whodefinesculture?

Despite the opposition of a sector of the
UNI administration and the most backward and
reactionary elements ofUNI's community, UPRS
successfully organized a symposium on political
prisoners in the US. Over 400 people including
students andfacultyofNortheastern packedAlumni
Hall for a cultural- educational activity, which
closed the two-day symposium, on Friday November 16th, from 7 to 1Opm. This proves that the
issue of political prisoners is fast becoming accepted among a growing and diverse sector of the
community.
We do not doubt that the unprecedented
cancelling ofclasses by President Lamb, on the day
of our activity, the removal of flyers announcing
the events from bulletin boards (particularly in the
classroom building) and other subtle tricks were

Continued on page 8
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Simposium Cont ...
intendedtoundennineourefforts. Nevertheless, we
overcame all the obstacles and were successful.
The symposium sponsored by the UPRS, in
conjunction with Freedom Now and the Criminal
Justice Dept. started on Thursday, November 15,
1990 in Village Square. Exhibits displaying works
by Puerto Rican Prisoners of War and Political
Prisoners were on hand. In addition there were
photo displays of the Puerto Rican P.O.W. ' s. Literature tables were also among the other sources of
information available in Village Square, representingFreedomNow, theCommitteetoEndtheMarion
Lockdown and the National Committee to Free
Puerto Rican Prisoners of War.
Tirroughout the day, the Union for Puerto
Rican Students held their 2nd annual teach-in on
Political Prisoners. This year the teach-in was a bit
different than the previous one, in which we had a
series of discussions, films and panels scheduled
throughout the day in the Commuter Center. Instead, the teach-in was conducted in classrooms in
collaboration with faculty supporters who allowed
speakers to come into their classes and give presentations. Speakers included Steve Jahn representing
Freedom Now and Josefina Rodriguez from the
National Committee to Free Puerto Rican POW' s.
During student activity hour, approximately
50 students welcomed Puerto Rican Nationalist,
Rafael Cancel Miranda, who was the main speaker
of the day. Rafael Cancel Miranda delivered a very
strong-spirited lecture in which he focused on the
struggle of Puerto Ricans here in the U.S. and how
we must overcome the effects of our colonial mentality.
Rafael Cancel Miranda was one of four
nationalists captured and imprisoned for the 1954
attack on the U.S. Congress. The nationalists successfully exposed the reality of Puerto Rico (a
colony of the U.S. not by choice, but by the U.S .
invasion ofPuerto Rico in 1898) and called attention
to the fight for Puerto Rican independence. We
estimate that over 500 students participated in one
way or another ofthe teach-in.
Continued on page 4

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor:
Thank you for the opportunity to clarify
the issue of the ACT admission requirement.
As I stated during our conversation, the
reason the minimum composite score is currently 19 is because the exam has been changed
by the ACT Program Office. The new exam
(Enhanced ACT) was administered for the first
time in October 1989. The changes in the exam
also required a revamping of the scores. The
concordance table, provided by ACT, compares
the "old" ACT scores with the Enhanced. The
Enhanced score of 19 is equivalent to the "old"
17 as indicated on the concordance table.
When providing admissions information to prospective students please explain that
we continue to accept the "old" exam (must
have been taken prior to October 1989) and the
minimum score is still 17.
I hope this explanation has been helpful in clarifying any concerns the students may
have regarding the ACT requirement.
If you need additional information
please feel free to call me at ext. 3635.
Miriam Rivera,
Admissions and Records
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UPRS Attends
Progressive Student Network Conference
Louisville, Kentucky
Members of the Union for Puerto Rican Students, Jeanette Santana, Ullyses Albarran, Nydia Rivera
and Juan M. Vilar participated in a regional conference of the Progressive Student Network that was held at the
University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky on November 10th 1990. The conference was attended by
approximately 250 students from around the Midwest.
UPRS joined the Free Puerto Rico Committee in presenting a workshop entitled: "Puerto Rico and
Colonialism: Putting it on the Agenda." UPRS also participated in a people of color caucus where the role of
learning institutions (as far as people of color are concerned) was discussed and our role within the PSN.
Jeanette Santana said of the conference: /twas truly motivational to see so many students from different universities aware of the issues that affect us today. It made me realize that there is a whole network of
people in other universities that we can share our ideas and experiences with. It was a great opportunity to let
others know that Puerto Rico just as Iraq, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Cuba, etc. have been affected by U.S.
imperialism and colonialism.
The following speech was delivered by QOS editor, Juan M. Vilar:

I would like to thank the Progressive Student
Network on behalf of the Union for Puerto Rican
Students forinviting us to participate in this conference and we express our solidarity with the various
student struggles represented here today.
Forus it is a great honorand privilege to be able
to share with you our experiences which we hope
will be of benefit and encouragement to all of us
here today.
The Union for Puerto Rican Students has existed for almost twenty years in the University of
Northeastern Illinois. Our group began in the early
seventies when Puerto Ricans (Black, Mexicans
and other oppressed national groups within the US)
as a result of the struggles of the sixties, for the first
time, found access in relatively large numbers to
urban universities. Our experiences in those days
were very confrontational as a result of the overt
racism our groups confronted in all areas of society
(not just the university).
As times have changed and the whole society
has steadily moved to the right the presence of
Puerto Ricans and oppressed national groups at
Northeastern has diminished; support programs

have been under constant attack and many of our
struggles have been in defense of benefits our past
struggles had reaped for our community.
So why a Union for Pueno Rican Students?
(Some of us may ask) Those who are familiar with
the case of Puerto Rico bear with me as I briefly
Continued on page 10
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Symposium Cont ...
The following day, Friday, November 16,
1990, Freedom Now's Midwest Tour culminated
in an evening event here at Northeastern
University's Alumni Hall. This was a major culturaV educational event in Northeastern featuring
presentations by recently released Puerto Rican
Political Prisoners Dora Garcia and JaimeDelgado.
Additionally, former Disarmament/Plowshares
prisoner Jean Gump also took part in the evening
events. Sheryl Bruce, of the George Jackson
players, motivated and delighted the crowd with
her performance as a Black ministerand her poetry
reading featuring a poem written by Winnie
Mandela. The event culminated with the appearance of the keynote speaker, Dhoruba Bin-Wahad,
former Black Panther leader framed by the FBI,

who served a prison term of 19 years for a crime he
did not commit. He was released in May of this
year.
Without a doubt, the events held on Thursday and Friday, November 15-16, were a tremendous success .. Obviously, efforts to damper our
activities were in vain. The two day activities main
goals was to expose the existence of Political
Prisoners here in the U.S. and as Freedom Now' s
slogan says many people were able to '"Face

Reality: TherearePoliticalPrisonersandP.O.W.' s
in the United States".
As we go to press over 15 UNI students are
travellig to New York City to attend the International Tribunal on Human Rights for political
prisoners and prisoners of war.

NORTHEASTERN'S URBAN MISSION: SPECIFIC GOALS
*To provide non-traditional programs which
offer alternative means of earning degrees, and
to offer courses, services, and events which
accommodate both day and evening students.
*To increase cross-cultural understanding
through course-work, special events, and ongoing activities.
*To recognize the different learning needs of
students and to provide academic support for
students at all levels of accomplishment, with
special attention to non-native speakers of
English.
*To maintain and enhance the quality of instruction through recruitment of a competent
and effective faculty that is rewarded for excellence in teaching, scholarly productivity,
and public service.
*To make use of the metropolitan area's rich
human and institutional resources through
placement of students in internships, through
employment of part-time instructors who can
reflect the realities ofthe workplace, and through

other cooperative relationships.
*To provide academic and career counseling
that enables students to make the most effective use of their time in college.
*To provide a vigorous co-curriculum that
enables students to learn interpersonal and
other skills by participating in student organizations, the creative and performing arts, and
athletic activities.
*To make available effective student services
in financial aid, health services, and counseling
and development.
*To encourage faculty research relevant to
cities and to support applied research on urban
problems.
*To serve the needs of the community by
maintaining outreach centers, by offering
special courses and activities of interest to
particular groups, and by making University
facilities and events accessible to the community.

Obtained from August 1986 NCA Self-Study
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Exclusive Intervie\¥\¥ith Steve Ratz
The following interview took place November 30th, 1990. Steve Ratz is the president of CCAB which is the student
organization with the largest number of members (over 100). CCAB also has the largest budget which is twice that of the
Student Senate. His most recent achievement in student leadership was to meet the THE INDEPENDENT s challenge of
presenting written proof of Northeastern' s Urban Mission. Accidentally, the same office that is denying the existence of an
urban mission, the Provost, was the one to give Steve Ratz the document.

QOS: How long have you been involved with
student issues?
Ratz: Actually, pretty much since I got here.
QOS: Which was about 2 1/2 years ago?
Ratz: Exactly. in Fall of 1988.
QOS: Which have been some of the major issues
you have dealt with since you got involved?
Ratz: Well the issue of the urban mission has been
amajorrecentconcernofmine,butihavehadareal
serious concern about the lack of shared governance that students have here. It's as if the Lamb
administration is trying to shut us off, as if we don't
matter.
QOS : Why did the urban mission controversy
catch your attention? Why did that bring out your
concern?
Ratz: Itsjustsimplyrightvs. wrong. Icanseethere
have been some major changes taking place here.
The administration is purposely making decisions
and not letting the Student Senate know about their
policies. As a senator and working with CCAB, I
have a lot of contacts.
QOS: You mean they're making decisions that
affect students and not letting the senate know?
Ratz: Exactly.

QOS: So students find out when its too late for
them or the Senate to do anything about the
administration's arbitrary decisions?
Ratz: And also there have been cases where
students find out about controversial policy
changes which the administration has denied, the
administration will say its just rumors but then
they'll go right ahead and implement the policy
any way. (This is flat out dishonest on their
behalf.)
QOS: Can you give us an example of this?
Ratz: The change in student activity hour. When
students first found out about this they were told it
wasn't going to happen. Arbitrarily, the next thing
we knew was that the policy would be in effect
starting fall 1990. The best we were able to do
(mostly all students opposed this change) was to
have the change postponed until Spring 91. I think
most students don't know that next semester the
activity houris no longer going to be Tuesdays and
Thursdays 12:30 to 1:50 p.m. Dr. Terrell himself
denied this charge to Javier Nogueras during a
Senate meeting and as it turned out it was true,
Javier was right
QOS: Steve, you are the student who met the
Independent' s challenge of finding the urban mission, tell us about how you went around to tracking
down this document.
Ratz: It wasn't easy because it seems to me there
is a lot of confusion around the university as to the
very existence of the urban mission. A lot ofpeople
say we don't even have one. A lot of people think
there's just about 12 or 13 different proposals
floating around but nobody knows what the actual
one was. Some even say we are operating under a
Next page
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Steve Ratz Cont ...
new statement that has been proposed by the Strategic Planning Council, but obviously none has been
recently approved. At any rate, I went to the
provost's office and I talked to Jessica Bailey a
relative newcomer to Northeastern. She gave me the
copy of the mission statement that was approved in
1986 by Ronald Williams' administration and she
told me that this is the mission we are currently
supposed to be operating under (see mission statement printed in its entirely on page 7).
QOS: So where do you see all this at right now? Is
there anything that has developed since you found
the mission statement?
Ratz: Yes, during the course of my investigations on
the subject I talked to Max Torres. He gave me a lot
of documents that came to the faculty senate concerning the change in mission statement. From all
those documents that have been produced by faculty
there is an overwhelming amount of statements
where faculty denounce in writing President Lamb's
initiatives as racist policy. The faculty is opposed to
the new mission statement, that's being proposed. A
lot of them say the current statement should be
updated the old statement would be far more preferable than the new one proposed by the Strategic
Planning Committee.
QOS: What do you think is behind the new proposed
mission?
Ratz: I could tell you the facts from what I've seen
and the documents. You know some people have
called this racist. I don't have the proof that the BOG
has a policy of excluding minority students from
Northeastern or the BOG system, I don't know if
Lamb is trying to do this, that would be speculation
but several faculty have responded that the initiative
is in fact racist.
QOS: As I understand you've been talking to
students who claimed there never was an urban
mission and some administrators who hold this same
understanding. What has been their reaction when
you showed them the document?
Ratz: Yesterday I had a brief meeting with Barbara
Hursh and I asked her what mission statement we

were operating under and she told me that ever
since the university began there was never an urban
mission. I think it's ironic that she would state that
there has never been an urban mission when one of
her own staff persons delivered me the statement
herself. This statement clearly mentions Northeastern urban commitment. It also states that
Northeastern serves a group of people that otherwise would not have Higher Education available to
them.
QOS: As a point of information we understand that
Northeastern's accreditation has a relationship to
its commitment to serve the urban sectors of Chicago. So there may be even legal implications for
Northeastern if they were to continue to move
away from this urban commitment.
Ratz: Well the Illinois Senate Higher Education
Committee( I am not sure if that's their exact name)
headed by Senator Miguel Del Valle just had a
meeting with president Lamb and Chancellor
Lazzell yesterday or the day before. The senators
made it clear to them, as I understand, that Northeastern will not be allowed by the senators to move
away from their commitment to minority students
from Chicago. Del Valle said that any money
going to northeastern had to be followed by proof
of Northeastem's commitment to the City and
remember that Del Valle is an alumnus of Northeastern.
QOS: Well thank you Steve, its been a pleasure to
talk with you.
Ratz: Its been so for me too.
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Northeasten1' s Mission Staten1ent
Northeastern Illinois University has its origins in
the Cook County Normal School, which was founded in
1867. Its roots in the Chicago metropolitan area are deep,
and its geographical location has important consequences
for its mission. Chicago isa world-class city, the headquarters of many large corporations, the locus of many museums
and cultural centers, with a richly heterogeneous citizenry.
Serving the needs of the diverse constituency of the Chicago
Area provides Northeastern with both challenge and opportunity. The University embraces the challenge and strives to
make effective use of the wealth of intellectual, cultural,
commercial and physical resources that are available in the
city. The University regards its geographical and historical
roots in the urban community as a source of strength, and it
deliberately attracts students, faculty, and staff that reflect
Chicago's heterogeneity in order to create a learning environment that instills a knowledge of and respect for persons
and ideas representing a broad range of cultures.
This context gives unique shape to the functions of
teaching, research and service, which comprise the
University's mission. Northeastern Illinois University views
the most important facet of its urban mission as providing a
balanced offering of quality undergraduate and graduate
programs to commuter students from a wide variety of
ethnic, socioeconomic, and academic backgrounds. Therefore, the University attaches primary importance to the
teaching function. Since quality academic programs benefit
from active scholarship on the part of the faculty, emphasis
is also given to both traditional and applied research and to
service to the academic and metropolitan communities.
The undergraduate general education program is
an outgrowth of the University's conviction that no free
society can prosper without an educated citizenry, aware of
its cultural heritage and capable of actively participating in
shaping and society's figure. To this end, the general
education program seeks to foster the ability to think critically, to appreciate historical and cultural differences and
commonalities, to develop literary and ~sthetic sensitivities,
ethical values and an understanding of the social, behavioral
and natural sciences.
The University's major degree programs reflect
the varied and changing needs of its student body. Existing
programs are periodically reviewed and refined, and new
programs are developed toansweremergingneeds. Today's
students may earn degrees not on! y in the traditional areas of
the arts and sciences, but also in such professional fields as
business and management, education, human resource development, information science and social work. In addi-

lion, the University meets the needs of returning adult students by offering a variety of non-traditional degree programs
and related support services. Most of the academic programs
use the metropolitan environment by placing students in
internships or by employing part-time instructors who reflect
first-hand knowledge of the workplace.
Serving a constituency which reflects a broad spectrum of skill levels and cultural backgrounds demands that a
heavy emphasis be placed on excellence in teaching.
Northeastern has a long tradition of commitment to effective
teaching and of faculty willingness to expend extra time and
effort with students who are motivated to obtain strong
academic preparation. In addition to maintaining and enhancing the quality of instruction through recruitment of
highly qualified faculty members, the University provides
professional development opportunities for existing faculty.
In order to provide educational access for as many
students as possible, Northeastern schedules courses, services, and events at the main campus and at outreach centers
during both the day and the evening. Support services in the
areas of diagnostic testing, academic advising, tutoring, skill
development, and a sophisticated library assist students at all
levels of academic accomplishment to enhance their scholastic
performance and obtain instruction suitable to their individual levels of proficiency.
A vigorous co-curriculum is available to engage
students in out-of-class activities such as student clubs, media
organizations, intramural and intercollegiate athletics, and
musical and theatrical performances. These are designed to
help students advance their interpersonal skills, clarify their
values, increase their appreciation of the arts, improve their
physical fitness, and develop their leadership abilities. Provision of support services such as financial aid, career counseling, and health services enables commuting students to
immerse themselves in the academic community and realize
its greatest benefits.
This well-rounded program of academic support
services makes it possible for students from a wide variety of
backgrounds to succeed at Northeastern. The University is
proud of the service it renders to culturally disadvantaged and
first generation college students, and to students whose
access to higher education would otherwise be limited. The
University also is proud of the opportunities it affords to
especially talented students, graduate students, and working
adults to increase their levels of educational accomplishment
and professional development.

Cont. on page 11
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FACULTY UPDATE
The faculty voted 114 to 47 to hold a vote
of confidence/no confidence in the Lamb administration. The results will be available before
semester break.
President Lamb's attempt to change from
an urban mission to a so-called metropolitan
mission is the important issue. His metropolitan
mission means a transfer of state resources to the
suburbs and consequent abandonment of the
working class in the city. "Metropolitan" is also a
code word for directly serving business interests.
For example, the College of Business and Management is enhanced in the suburbs. Universities
have always served business: providing research,
"educated" workers and managers. There is now
a consortium of capitalists and university administrators who want an even tighter link between
business and higher education.
The Black Caucus of the Illinois Legislature held hearings here on the "status of minority
students". Students and faculty gave dramatic
testimony. On November 28th these legislators
met with President Lamb in Springfield. They
told him that they reject his metropolitan vision
for Northeastern.

UrbanMissionsCont ...
However, we are concerned about the reasons behind the administrations desire to change
Northeastern 's mission statement. Change can be
for the worse or for the better. Our greatest concern
is the students of Northeastern, in particular Black
and Latina/o students be included in that process of
change. This administration has showed its insensitivity to the urban students and theirdemands,time
after time.

We will win the faculty vote of noconfidence and legislators will monitor President
Lamb. But students must not rely on faculty and
legislators to fight their battles. The interests of
faculty and legislators who serve/represent
African American, Puerto Rican, and Mexican
constituencies presently coincide, but it is the
inner-city student who suffers if President
Lamb's mission is accomplished. Your younger
sisters and brothers will be written off.
Battles have been fought and won.
Some of your classmates have resisted with
clandestine demonstrations. At Circle campus
African American and Latino(a) students
spontaneously took over the vice-chancellor's
office and had their demands met. (One demand
·was that the University stop using the word
"minority".) So-called minorities are the majority in the world. University of Illinois students in
Champaign demonstrated in support.
Kingsley Clarke
Criminal Justice

The mission statement proposed by the
administration at its best is an instrument to push
their " metropolitan concept." Underlying this
concept, is a new order of racism, one that is much
more subtle and sophisticated than its outdated
counterparts: chattel slavery and lynchings.
Yes, there is always room for improvement. Lets change the mission statement! No,
UNI's urban mission is not negotiable! Lets improve it.
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Schedule Supplement
CRIMINAL JUSTICE DEPT.
SUPPLEMENT TO
SPRING '91 COURSE SCHEDULE
Please Note:

INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE
(CRJU 201-06)
Ref. #11661
TR

Prof. D. Milovanovio
12:15-1:30 p.m.

SCI S228

(This course is scheduled for Tuesdays/
Thursdays, NOT Mondays/Wednesdays, as
indicated in the Spring'91 Course
Schedule.)
" Intro" Course Added:

INTRODUCTION TO
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
(CRJU 201-07)
Ref. #25446

Prof. R. Golden

Mondays/Wednesdays 2:00-3: 15 p.m.
SCI S228
Also Added:

JUVENILE JUSTICE
(CRJU 326-31)
Ref. #26300 Prof. R. Golden
Saturdays 9:30-12:30
S-351
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PSN Conj. Cont ...
summarize our nation's history. Puerto Rico, the
smallest of the Great Antilles is strategically located
in the northeast corner of the Caribbean Sea. National struggle for independence predominated the
2nd half of the 19th century against Spanish colonial
rule in Puerto Rico. As a result the Spanish kings
granted Puerto Rico's autonomy in 1897. Autonomy then, meant that Puerto Ricans had their
own currency, postal service, control over internal
and commercial affairs. It was seen as a clear step
towards independence. Less than a year later the
U.S. imperialist forces invaded Puerto Rico, on July
1898 and for the following two years imposed
martial law on our island's people.
Under the Jones Act U.S. citizenship was
imposed upon us in 1917 when the U.S. needed
soldiers to fight in World War I. Resistance to the
U.S. occupation of Puerto Rico existed from the
time of the invasion even though the series of
military "governors" (who were North American
generals) appointed to Puerto Rico by the series of
U.S. presidents from 1898 to 1952 were relatively
successful in their repression of the Puerto Rican
independence movement. By the 1950's the U .S.
had been embarrassed internationally and wa<; forced
to find a "solution" to the colonial status of Puerto
Rico. So they changed Puerto Rico's name from
territory to commonwealth and allowed Puerto
Ricans to draw up a constitution and elect their own
governor. (Never mind neither the constitution, or
the governor has any real power) Power lies within
the U.S. Congress which has the final say in any law
or policy. Thus the "commonwealth" has not
changed the imperialistic or colonial nature of the
relationship between the U .S. and Puerto Rico. As
Puerto Ricans in the U.S., we have lived statehood
and statehood has meant internal colonization. Our
people here in the U.S. live the same colonized
reality our people experience in Puerto Rico. We
understand the relationship of oppression that exists
in comm uni ties of oppressed nations within the U.S.
Blacks in this country (as understood by black
nationalist organizations) are colonized internally.

Native Americans are colonized and have historically been so.
Colonized nations have a right to struggle for
national liberation and self-determination. The
Union for Puerto Rican Students is a student organization immersed in the reality of our community
and the oppression of our people. It serves as an
alternative and a base of resistance to the imperialist
exploitation our people are subjected to. Our effort
is one of education and raising consciousness of
self-determination.
Today the U.S . is on an imperialistic offensive
the likes of which have not been seen since the tum
of the century when Puerto Rico was snatched by
the U.S. Externally we've seen the invasions of
Grenada, Panama, and the aggression in the Middle
East. Internally, we've seen the capture of over 30
Puerto Ricans who have been fighting for their
country's independence. We've seen the war on
drugs which translates to keeping the Black, Puerto
Rican, Mexican, communities in a constant state of
siege. We've seen how civil rights legislation has
recently been vetoed by President Bush, but all of
this is not surprising, in fact it is to be expected.
In these days when the whole world seems to be
moving towards conservatism we must not lose
perspective of what our role is, each and every one
of us is part of a "progressive" student movement.
As Puerto Ricans our role in the U.S. can be very
strategic. Demographers predict that by the year
2020 people of color will make up a majority of the
United States' population and we must recall the
Fall of the Roman Empire. Rome did not fall to the
so called Barbarians. The people of Rome many of
whom came to Rome as slaves after their nations
had been conquered, opened the doors of Rome to
the Barbarians. Puerto Ricans(or at least the Puerto
Rican independence movement) has been called by
concerned conservative intellectuals theAchilles heel
of the U.S.. We think we can be a Trojan Horse
within the borders of the U.S. empire.
As progressives in this country we need to
recognize that the roots of the problems in El
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PSN Conj. Cont...
Salvador, Nicaragua, (with all their seriousness)
are closer to home. That is an uncomfortable
realization. We have to understand that the bullets
that kill and have killed people of El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Vietnam and Puerto Rico are imperialist bullets interested only in securing profits that
insure the American
of life. Bullets exist because imperialistic and racist governments like the
one which exists in this country today headed by
George Bush, are allowed to exist. The problems
of Puerto Rico, El Salvador, Mexico, etc., are all
closer to home than the progressive sectors of this
society wants to face. All the beauty of the Federal
System of this Great USA is based on the imperialistic, racist exploitation of other people. In 1992
this continent will celebrate the 500th anniversary
of the so called discovery of America. This celebration is a racist celebration. 1492 marks the
beginning of imperialism, colonialism and racism,
as we know these terms today. The progressive
sectors of America cannot celebrate this event. We
must denounce it.
We cannot end our support and solidarity to
those in need but we must identify the roots to these
problems right here. We must take away the soil
that nurtures those roots to activate a movement
that will destroythem. Our challenge may never
have been as great! Let us meet it!

way

While progressive movements in this country
have been quick to denounce the US. imperialist
aggression of the day (and indeed this is necessary), we tend to quickly forget aggressions of the
past. The imperialist power of the U.S. today, has
its foundations in the imperialist aggression of the
European settlers against the Native American. It ·
nurtured and grew from the U.S. imperialist aggression of the 1800s against the Mexicans, the
Puerto Ricans, Cubans, Hawaiians and Filipino's
(imperialism called itself then: "ManifestDestiny").
So in denouncing only the US's current acts of
aggression we can become defensive and reactive.
It's time we become proactive and go on the
offensive. We think it is time progressives seriously
think of participating in the redemption of stolen
lands to those who are their legitimate inhabitants.
Only then will the U.S. empire be weakened and
on 1yin its weakness will it cease its acts of aggression
against the rest of the world.
So we call for a free South Africa, a free El
Salvador, a free Nicaragua. We demand that the
US get out of Panama, Grenada, Philippines and
the Middle East. But we can't stop there. We have
to also say US out of Puerto Rico! US out of
Hawaii! US out ofoccupied Mexico (the southwest
of the U.S., formerly the northern 1/2 of Mexico).
Thank you, Free Puerto Rico, Free Puerto
Right Now!

Mission statement Cont ...
Significant promise as well as serious problems
attend the inexorable trend toward urbanization. Northeastern Illinois University is attentive to the need to support both
original and applied research as well as service, which will
inform efforts to capitalize on the promise and locate answers to the problems of urbanization. The University
supports research/service-related centers to address this
goal. Individual faculty interests in research are also supported, through a combination of internal resources and
assistance in securing external resources.

Northeastern Illinois University views its future
with optimism. In a society given to social change, the
University is an agent for change in the direction of a more
humane, enlightened, and equitable society. With a firm
historical basis in service to the metropolitan area, the
University is confident of its ability to address the needs of
its constituents and to meet the challenge of its urban
mission.

X-mas ~o{kforic Concert
airectfrom Puerto ~ico

Friday Dec.14, 3:30pm
room: Unicorn
Typical Puerto Rican food will be served

w~vll Trovt.
M1asica --folklo,cl

Sponsored by the Union for Puerto Rican Students, UPRS

